
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
At our meeting on Friday we will be celebrating our 

„own‟ Melbourne Cup.  To make this a successful 

event Margaret  has asked if you could all try to wear 

your very own Melbourne Cup hat.    Let‟s all support 

this and enjoy the fun.  

 

 In addition to the new Constitution which we adopted 

at the last meeting, we need to update the rules to 

manage the affairs of our Club.    A copy of the Notice 

of Motion and the Standing Resolutions Volume 1 will 

be handed to you as you sign in and at the December 

meeting we will resolve to formally adopt them.   

 

The March meeting will be our Annual General 

Meeting when all positions for the Executive 

(President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer) as 

well as the general Committee will be up for election.  

At the December meeting nomination forms will be 

available for all positions and I would urge you to 

consider nominating as a number of our Committee 

members have been serving for some years and will be 

standing down. 

 

Have a good month 

 

Dorothy 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email fogartyb@bigpond.com 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 

 
PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  4658 0466 

V. PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Phil Humphreys  96034819 

TOURS  Peter O‟Loughlin  46212090 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

   INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Paul Brett, Margaret Chalker, Ray Cranfield, Coral 

Fisher, Dianne Morgan, Clarice Stretch, Judy 

Williams. 

 

WELFARE: 
Janice McCurrie:  I have spoken to Janice this week 

and she informed me that the hospital have stopped 

chemotherapy at the moment as she has a few 

complications.  I sent her a card with our good wishes. 

Jean Snowball:  Jean has had a spell in hospital and 

sees her specialist on Monday.  I sent her a card 

wishing her well and she says she hopes to see us at 

our November meeting.. 
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Carol Warner:  I visited Carol in Campbelltown 

Private this week and she looked pretty good after her 

operation.  I gave her a card from us all with our good 

wishes and she was hoping to be going home this 

weekend.  

 

 

A PROFILE – Tony Wolf 
 

 

I was born in Holland in 

1935, it almost makes 

me an antique.  I had 

wonderful parents, I 

have one brother in 

Queensland.  My 

childhood was good but 

somewhat marred by the 

2
nd

 World War. 

 

I did all my schooling in 

Holland, left school at 

13 due to circumstances 

as my father went to Perth, Australia in 1949.  He had 

to pay his own fare as there was no immigration at that 

time.  He was not allowed to take his family and could 

not bring them out until he had a job and 

accommodation for them.  At that time you were not 

allowed to bring more than 50 pounds ($100) into the 

country.  As he had no money, he managed to borrow 

the fares for my mother, brother and myself from his 

brother-in-law, who had also come to Australia and 

had money in Holland, but he was not allowed to bring 

it in.  It took my dad 6 years to pay it back, it left him 

battling for a long time.  He was already 10 months 

here before we came over. 

 

We lived in a shack made of Malthoid which is some 

sort of tar material the thickness of kitchen lino.  My 

brother and I slept in a tent for 12 months.  We made 

cement bricks and built a house; building materials 

were very hard to get, everything was made in 

England.   I was already working in a printing factory 

in Holland before coming here.  I soon found a job, it 

was a bit difficult as we spoke no English which was 

not so hard to pick up as a 14 year old.  I was 

apprenticed for 6 years which seemed to take forever 

to pass.  We spent 3-1/2 years in Perth and decided to 

come to Sydney as my mother‟s brother immigrated to 

Australia in 1952.  In those years families were very 

close. 

 

We left Perth in a 1927 Rugby car with all our 

belongings and our parrot on the back.  The bloody 

thing got out in the Nullabor but we got him back.  

There was no tar sealing on the Nullabor Plains then.  

It took us 9 days to get to NSW, the car used more 

water and oil than petrol; we slept sitting up in the car, 

no motels in those days and if there had been we 

would not have been able to afford them. 

In 1959 we all became Australian citizens, we were 

very proud of our new country and its people; we fitted 

in very well right from the beginning.  We lived in 

Wentworthville for a couple of years.  In 1954 we 

shifted to Appin.  I completed my apprenticeship. 

 

In 1960 I married an English girl, we had 3 children, 

our eldest daughter lives in New Zealand, our 2
nd

 

daughter lives in Narellan and our son lives in Picton.  

We have 4 grandchildren, 1 great grandchild who is 

now 2 months old.  Our marriage broke up in 1993, but 

we are on good terms. 

 

In 1961 I borrowed 200 pounds ($400) from Camden 

Investments and I was on the way to starting a printing 

business.  I bought a paddle operated printing press, 5 

paddles to produce 1 print.  After 150 prints I was 

worn out, after a couple of months I bought an electric 

motor and could hand feed 1000 prints per hour 

pressed, now print 5,000 plus an hour all automatic.  I 

operated the machine in my parents-in-law‟s garage, 

and did the typesetting by gaslight in the hall of a flat 

we were renting in Elderslie.  As Camden was a very 

small community, it took me quite a while to become 

known as all the time I was still working fulltime for a 

boss; it took 12 years before I could work for myself 

full time.  In 1961 the Camden Lions Club formed, I 

was invited to join and become a foundation member; 

just recently I attended their Golden Anniversary 

Dinner.  Lions were very good as I made a lot of 

contacts and I stayed with them for 27 years; I was 

their 10
th
 and 25

th
 President. 

 

25 years ago I did a course in the card game Bridge.  I 

joined the Macarthur Bridge Club and have been 

President for 20 years, and, as nobody wants the job, I 

may be there for another 20!!!  I play 4 times a week. 

 

My son joined me in the business, served his 

apprenticeship, and 6 years ago I handed the firm over 

to him.  I had 8 people working for me.  He expanded 

the business, had a staff of 15 but due to the economy 

is now down to about 12. 

 

I have been very involved in the Australian and Dutch 

communities, also I was secretary of the Narellan 

Scouts for about 6 years and have had quite a number 

of overseas trips. 

 

Finally, I ran into Paul Hay, an old customer of ours, 

and that is how I got into Probus.  Thank you, Paul, for 

inviting me.  I thoroughly enjoy the fellowship, the  

meetings, the great guest speakers and the friendship 

of the members.  It is a nice club with nice people. 

 

 

 

Always be yourself  … because the people that 

matter don’t mind, and the ones that mind, don’t 

matter. 



VISIT TO AUSTRALIANA PIONEER 

VILLAGE by Dianne Morgan 

 
Leaving Narellan on a beautiful morning, we travelled 

along the Northern Road to Windsor where a stop was 

made at St. Matthew‟s Anglican Church.  This is the 

oldest “Church of England” in Australia and is a credit 

to its convict architect, Francis Greenway.  We looked 

through the interior of the church with its lovely 

stained glass windows, beautifully appointed sanctuary 

(did you notice the stars on the ceiling?) and then 

wandered through the cemetery, noticing just how old 

some of the graves were.  The church was built in 

1818. 

 

 

 
 

 

On then to Australiana Pioneer Village at Wilberforce 

which was first created in the early 1970‟s with 

buildings that are built of different pioneer methods of 

construction.  We were greeted with a scrumptious 

Devonshire Tea.  Our guide then took us on a walk 

around the village, describing the different buildings 

and their original uses.  These included Perry‟s 

Cottage, 1857 which was originally a bank, then a 

tailor‟s shop, barber and saddlery, Case Cottage, 1870 

built of pit-sawn ironbark timber, Atkins Blacksmith 

Shop, 1862, St. Philip‟s Church, 1890 and many 

others, not forgetting Marsden Park Public School, 

1889 where Peter O spent many enlightening days in 

his early years. 

 

After this tour we were able to leisurely wander and 

inspect things more closely, see the artefacts collected 

in each building, or walk around the lake and old 

railway line.  Some chose to sit in the old 1880‟s 

shearing shed and chat.  The new television series 

“Wild Boys” has used this site for filming and some 

new “old” buildings have been constructed for that – 

they blend in very well. 

 

The Village is leased by the Friends of the Australiana 

Pioneer Village and they are undertaking a salvage 

program with minimal finance, but massive 

community support.  Although it was a little run down, 

restoration work is continuing and, hopefully, it will be 

back to what it was in the 1970‟s. 

 

After a Ploughman‟s Lunch and Apple Crumble with 

Custard, we all piled back on the coach and made our 

way back to Narellan along the M7, then through 

Badgery‟s Creek and Bringelly.  Once again a 

delightful day out! 

 

 

PARKES - Home of the “Dish” 
   By Ken Starkey 

 

 
 

The Mossmans and the Starkeys joined a very happy, 

friendly group of Campbelltown City Probus members 

for their luxury coach tour of the Parkes region. 

 

Based at the Parkview Motor Inn Parkes, we spent 6 

glorious sunny days visiting Dubbo and the Western 

Plains Zoo, Parkes Radio Telescope, Forbes and 

McFeeter‟s Motor Museum, Narromine, the Aviation 

Museum and the Parkes Elvis Museum and Heritage 

display. 

 

We also enjoyed a beautiful tangy lunch followed by a 

tour with Susie of her unique lime tree orchard known 

as the “Grove” at Narromine. 

 

A day was spent at Cowra where we watched the 

amazing hologram presentation in the POW theatre 

before continuing on to the POW compound sight and 

then to the magnificent Japanese Gardens and Cultural 

Centre. 

 

Our thanks to Campbelltown City Probus and their 

coach company for pleasant memories of our stay in 

the Golden West of NSW. 

 

 

BOOK SWAP  All readers in the club, remember to 

take home a book and if you have any books you 

would like to add please do. 

 

 



INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland  
 

 
 

Painting by Joy Tracey 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

At our next meeting on November 21
st
, we will be 

discussing Oscar Wilde‟s “The Picrture of Dorian 

Gray”.  If you would like to join our group, ring us on 

46559478. 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

The next Cards Night will be at Harrington Park 

Casino on Friday night, 25
th
 November at 7pm to start 

playing at 7.30pm.  This will be the last cards night for 

the year.  Phone 46479986. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Christmas cards will be our focus for the rest of the 

year.  Our cards are many and varied with some 

featuring a specific technique, others highlighting a 

stamp set.  We are using a range of different colours 

with some traditional green and red.  This month‟s 

cards will include patterned papers, punches, stickers 

and stamping. 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

At our craft days on Tuesday the 4
th
 and 18

th
 October 

the numbers were down due to school holidays and 

commitments. We are still making cards and 

crocheting etc.. 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, 15
th

 November 

at 2pm.  If you would like to come and join us all in 

making cards or crochet you are most welcome to 

come along. 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Our trip to Mt. Tomah was cancelled because we 

thought we needed more rain, again.  Our next day out 

on the calendar is November 25
th
 at the Japanese 

gardens at Auburn.  An alternative could be The Red 

Cow Farm at Sutton Forest which was recommended 

by Dorothy and it is in the Better Homes and Gardens 

Magazine.  It is open from September through to May 

each year, cost is $8. 

 

Happy Snappers - Ros Hodgins 

At our meeting on Friday, 14
th
 October, we reviewed 

our still life photos and other photos from the year.  

We also had some really interesting photos of Mail 

Boxes from around Australia.  Our trip to Parramatta 

was planned for Wednesday, 2
nd

 November – Car 

pooling from Marketfair.  We will decide when and 

where our Christmas lunch will be at our meeting on 

11
th
 November, when we will also review our 

Parramatta photos.  

Happy Snapping 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is 

$10.00 per person   This will be the last game for the 

year. 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

Thursday, 6
th

 October, we explored Cabramatta 

starting with a guided tour of the Mingyue Buddhist 

Temple at Bonnyrigg a strong example of the 

Mahayana tradition in Buddhism.  After leaving the 

Temple we met at the Fairfield Library where we had 

morning tea and an interesting talk on Cabramatta and 

surrounds.  After a guided tour of Cabramatta 

shopping area we finished the day with a Vietnamese 

lunch. 

 Wednesday, 26
th

 October We lunched at “The 

Common Ground Bakery” 

 Saturday, 12 November will be our Art Trail to the 

Southern Highlands district.  We will be visiting 

different galleries. 

Thursday, 8
th

 December: Walk in the Southern 

Highlands on the Boxvale Mine Track. 

Friday, 19
th

 December: Christmas Lunch at 

Menangle 12.30pm 

Saturday, 31
st
 December:  New Year‟s Eve at 

Macarthur Tavern in Campbelltown 

 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

At our last Travel Tales meeting Michael Sorrensen 

shared his recent trip to India.  He presented amazing 

features of the Taj Mahal.  His photos featured life in 

India in a variety of situations.  We enjoyed his 

narration of his experiences on Indian trains. 

 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, 15
th

 November.  

Sheila, with David Llewellyn‟s assistance, has put 

together her photos of her recent cruises of the Baltic 

and Asia, 

 

Please Note:  The change of day and date due to the 

Hunter Valley Gardens trip. 
 



The Travel Tales group meets the third Wednesday of 

every month at the large hall in Park Central at 

7.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  If you have 

photos of any trip you enjoyed and would like to share 

them with other members please speak to either Kathy 

or Malcolm so we can arrange a date for you. 

 

There will be no meetings in December and January, 

but Brian is preparing to tell us of his experiences in 

Antarctica at our February meeting. 

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

Payment for all shows is to be paid directly to me in 

an envelope as usual, with your name, amount 

enclosed and the name of the show.  The Treasurer 

will not be accepting payment for this interest 

group. 

 

We had a great night at the Casula Power House 

watching The Wharf Revue with its wonderful satire –

no politician escaped!! 

 

November  
Melinda Schneider with a 14 piece band, as Doris 

Day on Wednesday, 9
th
 November 1pm at the new 

look Lyric Theatre Star City.  $40.  This nostalgic 

celectration includes timeless hits “Sentimental 

Journey, Que Sera, Sera, Calamity Jane, Secret Love 

etc.  Payment October meeting. 

February 2012 

Love Never Dies Wednesday, 1
st
 February 1pm, 

Capitol Theatre $61 Payment December meeting 

March 2012 

Tribute to Elvis 14
th
 March Camden Valley Inn 7pm, 

this is a 2 course dinner show $36 Pay February 

meeting. 

Annie at Lyric Theatre Star City, Tuesday, 20
th
 March 

2012 $61  Please pay by November meeting. 

May 2012 

An Officer and a Gentleman Wednesday 23
rd

 May 

1pm Lyric Theatre Star City $$61 Pay March meeting. 

 

 

CALENDAR 
Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

Nov 1 Craft with Mary 

Nov 4 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Nov 8 Card Making with Marion 

Nov 9 Melinda Schneider 1pm Lyric Theatre 

Nov 11  Photography with Ros 

Nov 12  Art Trail, Southern Highlands 

Nov 15  Craft with Mary 

Nov 15  Tuesday  Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Nov 17-18 Coach Tour: Hunter Valley Christmas 

Lights 

Nov 21 Book Club with Pat 7.30pm 

Nov 25 Gardening with Sue 

Nov 29 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Dec 2 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Dec 6 Craft with Mary 

Dec 6   Card Making with Marion 

Dec 8 Walking “Box Vale Mine Track” Mittagong 

Dec 9 Photography with Ros 

Dec 16 Christmas Lunch Menangle House 

Dec 31 New Year‟s Eve at Macarthur Tavern at  

   Campbelltown 

 

Bob and Carol Warner share this good family game to 

play on Christmas Day.  Everybody, adults and 

children, have to buy a gift for around $5-10 to place 

on the table in front of them.  The gift moves from left 

to right as it is mentioned in the letter.  If it does not 

work out right, then gifts can be swapped after the 
game finishes, or adults can play a separate game to 

the children. 

 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE RIGHT FAMILY 
 

Christmas was almost here, and Mother RIGHT was 

finishing the Christmas baking.   

 

Father RIGHT, Sue RIGHT, and Billy RIGHT 

returned from their last minute Christmas errands. 

 

“There is not much LEFT to be done”, said Father 

RIGHT and he came into the kitchen. 

 

“Did you leave the basket of food at church”, asked 

Mother RIGHT.  “I LEFT it RIGHT where you told 

me to”, said Father RIGHT.  “I‟m glad my shopping is 

done,”, said Billy RIGHT.  I don‟t have any money 

LEFT” 

 

The hall telephone rang, and Susan RIGHT LEFT to  

answer it.  She rushed back and told the family, “Aunt 

Tillie RIGHT LEFT a package for us RIGHT on 

Grandma RIGHT‟s porch. “ I‟ll go over there RIGHT 

away and get it”, she said as she LEFT in a rush.  

 

Father RIGHT LEFT the kitchen and brought in the 

Christmas tree.  By the time Susan RIGHT returned, 

Mother RIGHT, Father RIGHT and Billy RIGHT 

had begun trimming the tree.  The entire RIGHT 

family sang carols as they finished the decorating. 

 

Then they LEFT all the presents arranged under the 

tree and went to bed, hoping they had selected the 

RIGHT gifts for their family. 

 

Now I hope you have the RIGHT present yourself, 

because that‟s all that is LEFT to our story …. Except 

to wish you a Merry Christmas … Isn‟t that 

RIGHT??? 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:   Fri  4 Nov2011 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri  2 Dec 2011

       10am – 12 noon 


